OVERRULED

little harm (sometimes not any) and be forgotten in a few
days.

But the artificial morality is not therefore to be condemned off-
hand. In many cases it may save mischief instead of making it: for
example, though the hanging of a murderer is the duplication of
a murder, yet it may be less murderous than leaving the matter to
be settled by blood feud or vendetta. As long as human nature
insists on revenge, the official organization and satisfaction of re-
venge by the State may be also its minimization. The mischief
begins when the official revenge persists after the passion it satis-
fies has died out of the race. Stoning a woman to death in the east
because she has ventured to marry again after being deserted by
her husband may be more merciful than allowing her to be
mobbed to death; but the official stoning or burning of an
adulteress in the west would be an atrocity, because few of us hate
an adulteress to the extent of desiring such a penalty, or of being
prepared to take the law into our own hands if it were withheld.
Now what applies to this extreme case applies also in due degree
to the other cases. Offences in which sex is concerned are often
needlessly magnified by penalties, ranging from various forms of
social ostracism to long sentences of penal servitude, which would
be seen to be monstrously disproportionate to the real feeling
against them if the removal of both the penalties and the taboo on
their discussion made it possible for us to ascertain their real
prevalence and estimation. Fortunately there is one outlet for the
truth. Weare germitted to discuss in jest what we may not dis-
cuss in^earnest> A serious comedy about sex is taboo: a farcical
comedy is privileged.

THE FAVORITE SUBJECT OF FARCICAL COMEDY

The little piece which follows this preface accordingly takes
the form of a farcical comedy, because it is a contribution to the
very extensive dramatic literature which takes as its special de-
partment the gallantries of married people. The stage has been
preoccupied by such affeirs for centuries, not only in the jesting
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